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St Alphonsus; as a practical pastor of souls, St Charles Borromeo; and as
a constant organizer of Missions and Retreats for the Sanctification of
clergy and people alike, that other holy and zealous countryman of his,
Canon St John Baptist de Rossi,

ST MARIA GORETTI, MARTYR OF CHASTITY
(1890-1902.)    Canonized June 24, 1950
CHRISTIAN doctrine has ever classed chastity as a most admirable virtue,
since the practice of it makes us more like angels than the fallen children of
Adam. It was for this great gift that the Blessed Virgin was chosen to be
the Mother of God3 and St John to be the " Beloved Disciple." Hence
the earnest exhortation of St Paul: " Fornication and all uncleanness, let
it not be named among you as becometh saints/' (Efhesians v. 3).
It is therefore not surprising that many of those honoured in the Calendar
of the Church allowed themselves to suffer death, and even most painful
deaths, rather than submit to being defiled. St Ursula and her virginal
band of companions in martyrdom (date uncertain) are, traditionally at
least, believed to have suffered in this holy cause* Another and quite modern
instance of the same kind of constancy is now to be recorded.
Maria Goretti was born on i6th October, 1890, at Corinaldo in the
Marches of Ancona, Italy. Her parents, Luigi Goretti and Assunta Carline
(Caroline ?) his wife, were of peasant stock, and though humble, and even
illiterate, were much respected as a most amiable and edifying pair. They
worked hard daily in the fields, went to the sacraments frequently and
brought up their seven children in the usual practices of piety.
Maria, the subject of these remarks, was the second daughter, and, like
her sister and two brothers, she played her part in the domestic occupations
of the household. As the country was very poor and the land almost unre-
munerative, the Gorettis left the district and finally settled at Ferriere de
Conca^ not far from Nettuno, a seaside town some thirty miles west of
Rome. To lessen the expense of living, Luigi Goretti arranged to share the ;
house with a neighbour and his son, Giovanni and Alessandro Serenelli,
labourers like himself.
i
Though compulsory education had long been in force in Italy, it does
not appear that little Maria ever went to school.   Owing to remoteness of |
place and other difficulties, the law was often practically inoperative in many |
localities.   But though unlettered, the child was well informed, in a popular !
way, as to her holy religion, both from the instructions in the parish church
and what she learnt from her good parents.    She early acquired a tender ,